
AGENDA & MINUTES OF THE ICPBR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

June 28, 2011, 6pm 

UDLAP Auditorium, Universidad de las Américas  

Puebla, Mexico 
 

The following Agenda was circulated to members of the ICPBR in preparation for the General Assembly 

and Business Meeting to be held at the International Pollination Symposium in Cholula, Mexico from June 27 to 

29, 2011.  The Minutes of the Business Meeting, or General Assembly, are presented below.  Business arising 

from the General Assembly will be conducted through electronic communications as appropriate once these 

Minutes have been circulated to the membership as a whole. 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 

1. General update, progress and relations with the International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS) and 

other pollinator/pollination organizations around the world 

2. Name change  

 Whereas pollination is now of global concern and extends to many groups of pollinators other 

than just bees be it resolved that the International Commission on Plant-Bee Relationships 

change its name to the International Commission on Plant-Pollinator Relationships 

 Mover and a second 

 Discussion 

 Minutes to be prepared 

 Online vote to be arranged within one month 

3. Nominations: 

 According to the ICPBR Statutes and Internal Regulations there will be 6 vacancies to serve on 

the Council. The following nominations have been received so far: 

i. Blande Viana 

ii. Carolyn Mayer 

iii. Massimo Nepi 

iv. Sivaram Venkataramegowda 

 Nominations from the floor 

 Discussion 

 Minutes to be prepared 

 Online vote to be arranged within one month 

4. Working Groups: 

 There have been suggestions for additional working groups, notably in the areas of a.) 

Education, outreach and organization; and b.) International policy and trade 

 Discussion 

 Motions if any 

 Minutes to be prepared 

 Online vote to be arranged within one month 



5. Memberships for organizations 

 At present ICPBR has no provision for corporate or institutional memberships 

 Discussion 

 Motion if any 

 Minutes to be prepared 

 Online voting if necessary 

6. Logo: 

 Announcement and dissemination of entries by email 

 Online vote to be arranged within one month 

7. Pollinator Protection Group: 

 General update 

 Concerns regarding pesticide usage 

 Discussion 

 Motion if any 

 Minutes to be prepared 

 Online vote to be arranged within one month if necessary 

8. Next venue: 

 Call for hosting XI International Symposium on Pollination 2015 

 List of possible venues and attributes to be circulated  

 Online vote to be arranged within 6 months 

9. Other? 

 Please send other items for the business meeting to icpbr@uoguelph.ca 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

The following is a précis of general update, progress and relations with the International Union of 

Biological Sciences (IUBS) and other pollinator/pollination organizations around the world taken from notes 

made at the meeting, and from memory. 

 

Peter Kevan, Chair of ICPBR, gave a general update, progress and relations with the International Union 

of Biological Sciences (IUBS) and other pollinator/pollination organizations around the world.  He indicated that 

the Council of the ICPBR had been largely inactive and ineffective for quite some period of time and that he had 

assumed the presidency in or about 2008 with the intent of resurrecting its activity and importance.  The first 

items of business were the updating and amending of the Statues and Internal Regulations.  Those tasks were 

completed by July 30, 2009 and included electronic circulation, discussion and approval of the changes made.  

The most important changes were a) provisions to allow for regular considerations of the membership of the 

Council and its Executive Officers and b) provisions for facilitating members’ involvements in the activities and 

business of the ICPBR.   Another important innovation was the attendance of ICPBR Vice-Chair Connal Eardley at 

the IUBS meetings in South Africa October 2010.  From that came the opportunity for the ICPBR to become 

involved with the IUBS.  At that time, Peter Kevan was asked to become a member of the Executive Council of 

the IUBS.  He has attended one meeting of that organization, in Paris March 5th and 6th, 2011, and expects to 



attend the next General Assembly and meetings in China in 2012.  His involvement with the IUBS has allowed 

pollination to take on a higher profile generally.  Peter explained that there is much to be done to place the 

ICPBR into the forefront of the present international concern for pollination, noting that the previous ICPBR 

Executive had not used their positions to advantage and had largely failed to engage the ICPBR Council.  Even so, 

the ICPBR had continued its activities with the highly successful meeting of the Nectar and Nectary working 

group in Italy in May 28-31, 2002 (G. Sarfatti and I.C.P.B.R., eds., 2002), the continued, regular and highly 

influential activities of the Pollinator Health working group (P.A. Oomen, H.M. Thompson, eds., 2008), and the 

9th International Symposium on Pollination more or less independently organized in Iowa (June 24-28, 2007, 

Gardner et al. (eds.), 2007).  The Council of ICPBR was not sufficiently represented in Iowa for a General 

Assembly Business Meeting to be held. In essence, little ICPBR business has been conducted over the past 

decade until October 2008.  It was after that date that Peter Kevan and Carlos Vergara discussed the possibility 

of convening the 10th International Pollination Symposium in Mexico.   After an unexpected delay of one year 

(caused mostly by campus renovations here at UDLAP), the Symposium and this General Assembly have been 

convened.   All who are here agree that a huge vote of gratitude is due to Carlos and his team.   

 

New Business 
Name change: 

 Motion: Whereas pollination is now of global concerns and extends to many groups of pollinators other 

than just  bees, be it resolved that the International Commission on Plant-Bee Relationships change its 

name to the International Commission on Plant-Pollinator Relationships 

 Mover: Gail MacInnis 

 Second: Ed Spevak 

 Discussion: 

o It was remarked that the present name and that proposed are cumbersome. 

o Remarks were made about the present and proposed names may sound more official and that 

the name change follows ICPBR tradition 

 The General Assembly agreed that an online vote would be arranged 

 

Nominations: 

 According to the ICPBR Statutes and International Regulations there will be 6 vacancies to serve on the 

Council. The following nominations have been received so far: 

o Blande Viana – for Brazil, to replace Angela Etcheverry 

o Carolin Mayer – runs the Journal of International Pollination Ecology 

o Massimo Nepi – organized the National Meeting of Botany, taking over for Art Davis (University 

of Saskatchewan) 

o Sivaram Venkataramegowda– potential Asian rep 

 Nominations were received from the floor 

o Peter Kevan - Peter Neumann for his concerns for the activities of COLOSS and issues to do with 

managed pollinator health and pesticides 

o Bernard Vaissière nominated Jian Dong An of Beijing 

o Carlos Vergara nominated Javier Quezada of Mexico 



 Discussion: There are 6 vacancies on Council and 7 nominees 

 The General Assembly agreed that an online vote would be arranged and that the unsuccessful 

nominee’s name would be held over until the next year when additional vacancies will arise. 

 

Working Groups: 

 ICPBR’s Working groups function autonomously and have used ICPBR as a jumping point from which to 

work 

 There have been suggestions for additional working groups be formed, notably in the areas of a) 

education, outreach and organization; and b) international policy and trade 

 Discussion:  

o It was suggested that an addition of working group to address pesticide issues should be 

formed.  It was noted that ICPBR’s working group on managed pollinator health has assumed 

this role, but is largely European in membership and activity, being especially involved with 

EPPO (European Plant Protection Organization).  It was also noted that the Society for 

Toxicology and SETAC take on part of this role as well, but a discussion group could add to this.  

The activities of the latter at the Pellston Workshop, convened in Florida, USA, January 16-21, 

2011, were noted and that a report was expected by the end of 2011.  The potential 

involvement of COLOSS was also noted.  The Pollinator Protection Group with the International 

Pollinator Initiative based at FAO was presented by Barbara Herren with a General update, 

followed by a discussion about pesticide use  

o It was agreed that Council would take the matter under advisement through the ICPBR’s 

working group and report back to ICPBR members on its findings and recommendations. 

 Motions: 

o Sandra Villa moved that Education and Outreach Working Group be formed; Vicki Wojcik 

seconded the motion 

o Rufus Isaacs asked if are there people lined up for this working group? 

o Peter Kevan said there are, and if the motion passes, people will be asked to form the group. 

o The General Assembly agreed that an online vote would be arranged 

o Carlos Vergara moved that a Policy Working Group be formed; Andrea McGraw-Alcock 

seconded the motion. 

o Vernon Thomas gave permission to use his name as a person who would be willing to initiate 

the working group. 

o The General Assembly agreed that an online vote would be arranged 

 

Memberships for organizations: 

 Peter Kevan asked the General Assembly to consider memberships for organizations 

 At present ICPBR has no provision for corporate or institutional memberships (Please note that after 

consulting ICPBR’s Statues and Rules, this is not true, nevertheless the involvement of organizations in 

ICPBR’s activities could be beneficial.  Corporate memberships may be a source of revenue and 

Corporate membership in the managed pollinator health working group has been ongoing for many 

years and proven to be most valuable)  



 Discussion:  

o Rufus Isaacs asked how can corporate memberships be presented without risk of favouritism? 

o Peter indicated that ICPBR Council will have to discuss avoiding favouritism and possibility of 

corporate memberships will be discussed via listserv, and a motion can be put forth at a later 

date 

 The General Assembly agreed that an online discussion would be arranged, with online voting if thought 

necessary. 

 

Logo: 

 Bernard Vaissière moved that ICPBR consider a new logo; Vicki Wojcik seconded the motion. 

 Discussion concerned issues about how to go about obtaining designs for a new logo. 

o Prize (up to $500)? think about discuss opening up to the general public 

o Bernard suggested using a graphic artist, but it was pointed out that such people tend to be 

expensive to engage. 

 The General Assembly agreed that an online vote would be arranged to determine if the membership 

agreed that a new logo is needed and to vote on how to go about obtaining designs.   

 

Next venue: 

 The Call for hosting XIth International Symposium on Pollination 2015 was made by Council.  Suggested 

venues and hosts were made and included India, Brazil, and China 

 Discussion: 

o The General Assembly agreed that there was serious need for a more democratic say in 

considering meeting locations.  Previous decisions on venues have been made without much 

discussion.  The present Council will redress that criticism and open the discussion on venues 

and agendas to the membership. 

o Peter Neumann indicated that pollination issues are now too urgent to wait for four years. 

o Rufus Isaacs suggested collaborative meetings with EurBee (European Conference of Apidology) 

and Bernard Vaissière suggested collaborative meetings with Apimondia.  Rufus asked if more 

frequent meetings would hurt attendance at the ICPBR’s main meetings and General Assembly. 

o Peter clarified that anyone host ICPBR endorsed events at any time, rather than full meetings. It 

was agreed, on the basis of the discussion, that ICPBR will to arrange the next meeting of the 

International Pollination Symposium to take place in 2015. 

o It was noted that the leader of Pollination Working Group is supposed to be centrally involved in 

the planning and organization of the International Symposium, but this has not happened for 

the last two meetings. 

 The Executive Committee will ask the chair of the pollination working group to consider 

that role and if he cannot participate he will be asked to step aside and a new chair will 

be appointed from the Executive Committee. 

o Council was instructed by the General Assembly to discuss arranging its meetings to coincide 

with other meetings. 



o A call for suggested venues for the next International Pollination Symposium and General 

Assembly was made, and will be re-iterated by electronic call to the membership.  Once a list is 

assembled, it will be circulated for comments from the membership. 

 

Other business and motions from the floor: 

 Peter noted that there is a need for second vice president of the ICPBR: 

o Bernard Vaissière declined 

o Blande Viana declined 

o Rufus Isaacs declined 

o Ed Spevak is presently not on council, therefore cannot be vice president 

 Motion:  Carlos Vergara offered to serve and his generosity accepted.  He is the second Vice-Chair, 

serving with Connal Eardley.  This information will be passed on to the membership by electronic 

circulation of these minutes. 

 It was pointed out that the Executive Committee should communicate more frequently and possibly by 

Skype! 

 

Motion: 

 Vernon Thomas moved that a letter be written to the Rector of UDLAP, Dr. Luis E. Derbez, to thank him 

for his address and invite him to have his presentation as preface to special issue of Journal of 

Pollination Ecology. A gift of a framed Symposium poster will accompany the thanks; Rufus Isaacs 

seconded the motion. 

 

Motion: 

 Sandra Villa moved that letters of thanks be sent to various contributors and supporters of the 

Symposium in Cholula be composed by Peter and Andrea; seconded by Vernon Thomas. 

 

The General Assembly adjourned at 7pm 


